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Virtual Statistical System
Concept

The Virtual Statistical System (VSS) is a new initiative being considered to improve access for developing
countries to existing statistical resources. It would provide a consolidated access point using a web portal
for the tools, methods, standards and advice that are currently available from international organizations
and national statistical offices. The concept was proposed by the World Bank and will be further explored
by a task team of the Partnership in Statistics for Development in the 21% Century (PARIS21) in
collaboration with the Development Gateway Foundation.

The VSS would be a public platform to provide access to existing knowledge,
resources and training on statistics.

What would be the purpose of the VSS?
e Provide a “one-stop shop” for access to key tools to build statistical capacity in developing countries;
o Facilitate access to existing statistical capacity-building initiatives;
e Encourage a virtuous cycle of better data collection, analysis, and dissemination to inform evidence-
based policy-making;
e Address the major gaps in access to statistical resources.

What would the VSS
provide?
e Online training tools
(modules, handbooks,
online videos, pod

DEVELOPMENT
Provided by GATEWAY
FOUNGATION

dg C Om m U n Itl eS Knowledge-Sharing and Collaboration Worldwide

dgCommunities English

Naney Choi | Log Out Home = daCommunities = Aid Effectiveness Search dgCommunities

What iz in this site? . . GO
Aid Effectiveness (5]

Casts)' tember Serices Community Guides: Cosette Oropeza | Julius P. Gwyer | Rudolphe Petras Advanced Search
1
- My Gateway
o SOftware (bUSlneSS Mernber Benefits Third Reundtable an Managing for
- t Directory Development Results IN FOCUS
re |S ers Su rVE‘ Hanoi, Vietnam - February 5-8
1 Farums N
g - y Special Reports Building country capacity to manage far : Ef“,?;i;":g’:'umm el L
deslg n/protocol s development results is the focus ofthe Third
Abaut this C t Roundtahle on Managing for Development KEY ISSUES
databases publishing)' put this Larmmunity Results in Hanoi, ¥ietnam, on February 5-8
1 1 Increasing statistical eapacity in particular will » Rome Declaration on Harmonization, 2003
Owerview
- H be a key topic of discussion, including Pariz Declar ati Aid Effecti _200
e Best practice guidance aasors strategies and practical appiafions for v o AEeeenese
- . Guides gathering statistics. The meeting follows the = Milernium Developmert Gosls
N Coordinators QECD's Marrakesh Roundtable in 2004 and addresses measures to meet
and StatIStlcal Standards’ Cooperating Organizations indicators far donor aid effectiveness set by the Paris Declaration of 2005, LTI T
1 i . . — = Monitoring and Evaluation
- One ofth its afthe H i Il he the Results Marketplace,
® An on Ilne Communlty About dgCammunities waigwwl‘\?gﬂ?;;ﬁ?ﬁzﬁng :ouﬁlr:ﬁalgaﬁlgfggngazuni aisoL;;onjr:\:ﬁ?uace Wiew al
highlight their success in MDR. The meeting brings together approximately N
Of praCtI Ce Wlth User Help 250 participants from 35 developing countries, including high-level HEWS
= - representatives from governments, donor agencies, private sectar
lnteraCtlve tOOIS and Contact Us Sragnanmeii:hnn& civil society organizations (C50s), and other development X:d\l\;\:‘\‘/vs [
appllcatlons. CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Who would the VSS help?
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The Development Gateway Foundation will leverage its expertise in
providing online communities of practice.
<http://topics.developmentgateway.org/aideffectiveness>

e Technical assistance providers.

Next Steps
The PARIS21 Task Team will bring togetner Key Stakenolders 10 Turtner expiore tne concept—the
Development Gateway Foundation, Eurostat, IMF, OECD, UN Statistics Division, the World Bank and
two developing countries. The Task Team will review existing knowledge of gaps and weaknesses in
developing countries’ technical capacities and conduct assessments of access to statistical tools and
knowledge. The Task Team will oversee the needs assessments, develop a business case for consideration
and, should there be agreement to proceed, make recommendations on governance arrangements, design,
management and content for the platform.

Feedback
To learn more about VSS, provide feedback, or suggest potential countries for a VSS Needs Assessment,
please visit the DGF booth at the Results Marketplace or contact Nancy Choi at nchoi@dgfoundation.org.




